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FLEA CONTROL 
Fleas can be a nasty nuisance and be tough to get rid of. Today’s flea control products, such as Frontline, Advantage, and Promeris are very effective for routine flea control. However, when encountering flea infestation problems, it is absolutely necessary to treat not only the pet, but also the home and yard environments. Following are the recommendations on how to eradicate and control flea problems.
#1 THE PETS: 

Initially, the proper application of flea control products (such as Frontline, Advantage or Promeris) on all pets in the environment is advised. These products kill adult fleas; some products also kill larvae. If any of these products are already being used on a pet and the pet has active adult fleas present, they are most likely being exposed to a heavily flea infested environment. Heavily infested environments can overwhelm even the best flea control product and it should not be assumed that the product does not work, but just be taken as a clue that the environment must be treated.

Topical flea control products are labeled to last 30 to 90 days for control of fleas when they are applied properly. Cats tend to lick the non-dried product after application, so the product should be applied to the base of the head between the ears where they cannot groom; for dogs, the products can be applied between the shoulder blades or to the back of the neck. Be sure to part the hair and get the product down to the skin. For best effect, the products should be applied when the pet’s haircoat is completely dry and bathing should be delayed for several days after application. Pets can be bathed prior to applying the product; just make sure they are completely dry first. Frequent shampooing with medicated or flea shampoos can remove some of the products (some are more waterproof than others). Flea shampoos may kill many fleas on a pet but these have no residual activity; their use is not necessary when the above products are used. Also available now is an oral pill (Capstar), that once given will kill fleas on the pet within an hour, but it only works for 24 to 36 hours; it is very effective for a “quick kill” on a dog or cat that is flea infested.

 
A word of caution about over-the-counter flea control applications that are available at grocery stores, pet stores and super-stores: they can cause toxicity reactions in pets, especially small dogs and cats and their use is not recommended. Fleas are resistant to many of the older adulticides in these products and therefore the products are usually not even very effective.
#2 THE HOME: 

In the home, several areas can harbor fleas, larvae and eggs, and all should be treated, including pet bedding, carpeting/rugs/floormats, hardwood floors, furniture (including under cushions), closets, carpet covered cat condos, and even carpeting in vehicles pets travel in. All areas should be addressed when attacking a flea infestation. Insecticides should be applied to all areas for adult fleas; some products also stop eggs and larva from developing but the effect may not persist for very long. It is therefore recommended to treat the home with a second application two weeks later to achieve a quick knockdown of newly emerging adult fleas. Repeated applications may be needed at regular intervals (every 1 to 3 months). Some people find it easier to have a professional exterminator come to treat their home and yard initially or on a routine basis. Whichever route you take, be sure to find out about any toxicity potential of chemicals used by yourself or the exterminator, and whether pets or people (children) need to be out of the area during treatment and for a period afterwards.
#3 THE YARD: 

The type of yard treatment needed may vary depending on time of year, level of humidity and temperature. Even if your pets are predominantly indoors and only go out to use the bathroom, you must treat for fleas in the yard. If animals other than your own pets (strays, other pets, wildlife) frequent the yard of your home, it is advisable to treat monthly with chemicals such as TRIAZICIDE® (available from Wal-Mart or Home Depot for approx $11.00) in order to kill any adult fleas which could start or worsen an infestation. These chemicals can be obtained as liquid or granular form; take into account when choosing which type if you have a dog that may try to eat the granular form (it can be toxic). If you live in a rural area or have a very large area of property the pet has access to, it can be difficult if not impossible to treat the entire premises. In these instances the best thing to do is treat the immediate yard area and a surrounding “perimeter” just outside it.
Facts About the Flea Life Cycle

The common flea is called Ctenocephalides felis and is found on most pet animals including cats, dogs, rabbits and ferrets. It is also found on cattle, foxes, coyotes, rodent species, and sometimes on squirrels and wild rabbits. The flea will stay on a host to feed, breed and eventually die. Fleas are obligate parasites and must live on a host; they do not survive for extended periods in the environment, however, survival times of 12 days or more can happen. A female flea begins feeding on the pet and will start laying eggs within 24 hours and can lay up to 50 eggs per day. The eggs are not sticky and fall off the pet into the environment. Flea eggs will start hatching within a few days under the right conditions after entering the environment. The proper conditions for survival include adequate temperature (ideally 40-85 degrees F) and humidity (ideally above 50%). Eggs hatch into larvae within a few days to weeks. The larvae go through several developmental stages. Larvae survival is also dependent on proper temperature and humidity needs, but they are also reliant upon a food source: adult flea feces (dried host blood or “flea dirt”). The larvae enter into the pupal stage by spinning a “cocoon”. This sticky cocoon is often coated with environmental particles and is much more resistant than eggs or larvae to extreme environmental conditions (even insecticides). Pupae can be found in carpeting, pet bedding, cracks in hardwood floors, under sofa cushions, soil, grass, sand and animal burrows. Pupae (pre-adult fleas) will hatch from their cocoon to become adult fleas in 13 days or less under ideal conditions, but they may survive for 5 months or more laying in the environment in a dormant state if conditions are not right. Once the adult flea develops, the average lifespan is about 100 days. 

With the massive reproductive capacities of the female flea and hardiness of the flea pupae, it is easy to understand how a substantial flea infestation can occur. Adult fleas will even actually leap onto clothing of people and be carried away to a new location. As long as the temperature and humidity are right and a host is present, a flea can survive and start reproducing in any location, be it in the home or outdoors. Treating all pets, the home and outdoor environment properly and completely on a routine basis is essential to getting rid of those pesky fleas.
Problems Caused by Fleas


Besides the fact that fleas are tiny irritating nuisances crawling around on your pet and the fact that they are nasty, they can cause other problems. Fleas are the #1 cause of skin allergies in dogs and cats and cause pets to suffer from miserably intense itching, with resultant scratching, chewing, “hot spots” and skin infection. Fleas are also “blood-suckers” and by feeding on your pet’s blood can cause your pet to become anemic; in extreme cases of flea anemia, a blood transfusion may be needed. Fleas infect pets with tapeworms if a pet ingests a flea (when chewing or licking themselves) that is carrying a tapeworm larvae. Fleas also can be vectors for disease, such as Hemobartonella in cats, and Yersinia pestis (plague) which can be transmitted by the flea from animals to people.
Astounding Flea Facts!

· One tiny flea can consume a hefty quarter teaspoon of blood in just 24 hours.

· For every flea you see, there are 100 to 200 more you don’t see.

· Fleas can and do bite humans!

· Flea bites can cause severe anemia to the point of death in some pets.

