[image: image1.jpg]


                  Lone Star Animal Hospital



      

 13788 US HWY 77 N    Victoria, TX 77904    (361) 570-PAWS

Should you spay/neuter your pet?

Most dogs and cats should be spayed or neutered at an early age.  Unwanted pets are doomed to roam as strays, fending for themselves, or end up in animal shelters to be adopted or euthanized.  Inevitably, animal shelters have become overwhelmed with unwanted pets that, in many cases are the result of accidental or poorly planned breeding; sadly, the majority of these pets are never adopted. Altering your canine or feline companion results in better health and longer life for the animal and peace of mind for you.  Nonetheless, many owners do not spay or neuter their pets.
Six common excuses for not spaying or neutering pets
Excuse #1: My pet will get fat and lazy.

Neutering or spaying may diminish your pet’s overall activity level, natural tendency to wander, and hormonal balances, which may influence appetite.  Pets that become fat and lazy after being altered usually are overfed and do not get enough exercise.

Excuse #2: We want another pet just like Rover or Fluffy.

Breeding two purebred animals rarely results in offspring that are exactly like one of the parents.  With mixed breeds, it is virtually impossible to replicate the parents.  Even offspring that look somewhat like the parents will have their own individual personality.

Excuse #3: My pet’s personality will change.

Any change will be for the better.  After being altered, your pet will be less aggressive toward other dogs or cats, have a calmer disposition, and will be less likely to roam.  The lovely trait marking (urine spraying), which is often done by dogs and cats to mark their territory diminishes or stops after neutering.

Excuse #4: We can sell puppies or kittens and make money.

Even well-known breeders are fortunate if they break even on raising purebred litters.  The cost of raising such a litter- including stud fees, vaccinations/health care costs, hip or eye certification of the stud and bitch, and feeding a quality food-consumes most of the “profit”.  Reputable, responsible breeders raise a breed because they love it, and they strive to improve the standard of the breed they raise.  The fact of the matter is that less than 1% of the current animal population is even possessing of the proper traits, disposition, and health to be considered for quality breeding.
Excuse #5: My children should witness our pet giving birth.
Pets often have their litters in the middle of the night or in a place of their own choosing.  Pets need privacy when giving birth.  Unnecessary intrusions can cause the mother to become upset, slow down the labor process, result in unwillingness to care for the offspring, or in aggression to the “intruders”.  It is better to educate children about is proper pet care, obedience training and responsible ownership, than the “miracle of birth”.  Why not take the family to the local animal shelter or humane society to carefully select a new addition to the family, realizing you will be saving a pet’s life in the process.

Excuse #6: I am concerned about my pet undergoing anesthesia.

Placing a pet under anesthesia is a very common concern of owner.  Although there is always a slight risk involved, the anesthetics used by veterinarians are very safe.  Blood testing done prior to anesthesia can insure that organ functions, such as liver and kidney, are normal.  Equipment is used to monitor heart rate and respiration during anesthesia to ensure they are doing well.  The medical benefits of spaying or neutering far outweigh the slight risk of undergoing anesthesia.
Good reasons why you should spay or neuter your pet

Reason #1: Spaying or neutering increases your pets’ chances for a longer, healthier life.

· Spaying your pet before her first estrus cycle (that is, before she reaches sexual maturity) greatly reduces her chances of false pregnancy, developing breast cancer and completely eliminated the threat of uterine and ovarian cancer and uterine infection (pyometra), which are common occurrences in unaltered females, that can be life-threatening.  There is also false pregnancy where the female acts like she is pregnant, can start to produce milk and gain weight.
· Neutering your male dog or cat prevents testicular tumors and prostate problems.  Neutering also decreases the possibility of peri-anal gland tumors and hernias, which are common in older, unaltered males.

· Because neutered males are less likely to roam, the threat of injuries (fight wounds, hit by car accidents, etc) during wandering are reduced.  Besides these threats, unaltered male cats are very prone to bite wound abscesses and diseases transmitted by fighting.

· As of this day, lengthy research (accumulated with data over 20+ years) has been done on the effects of spaying or neutering dogs and cats.  There have been no negative effects secondary to altering pets, even those as early as 8 weeks of age.  The real truth is that there are only positive results from altering your pet, the only negative one being that after altering they can no longer reproduce (and is that really a negative?).
Reason #2: An altered dog or cat is a better pet for your family.

· No family wants to cope with an unwanted pregnancy.  Spaying prevents your pet from contributing to the birth rate of more unwanted puppies or kittens.

· Males are less likely to be aggressive to other males and are not distracted by females in heat.  Therefore, a neutered male will be less tempted to leave the safety of your property and cross that dangerous highway searching for a mate or looking to “pick a fight”.  Neutered males also are less likely to mark every one of your (or your neighbor’s) expensive shrubs with his urine.
· Spaying your female pet eliminates the problem of male dogs camping around your yard and decreases her desire to roam and breed.
Reason #3: Spaying results in a cleaner female dog and home.

· Because female dogs pass bloody fluid for about 10 days, twice yearly, as part of their estrus cycle, constant care must be taken to avoid carpet stains in homes.  Or you have the challenging option of keeping her in a “doggie diaper”, which she is sure to love.  Spaying your dog eliminates this problem.
Reason #4: You are helping to alleviate the dog and cat overpopulation.

· Each year, millions of unwanted dogs and cats are euthanized (killed) at shelters across the country.  It is not documented how many more succumb to the perils of being stray, dying from disease or injury with no one to care for them.  Many of these unwanted pets are the result of accidental breeding.  The more pets spayed or neutered, the fewer dogs and cats will have to be destroyed.
· By neutering or spaying your dog or cat, you are eliminating the chance of your pet contributing to the overpopulation problem, as well as doing what is best for the welfare of your pet and your family.
If you have any questions or would like to schedule your pet for spaying or neutering, please give us a call at 361-570-PAWS (7297)

